NINASAM TIRUGATA:
AN OVERVIEW OF 2 8 years

Vigada VikramarayaTirugata 202: Dir. byManju Kodagu
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Aakshabheri Tirugata 209: Dir. bySanjay Upadhyaya

Venissina Vyaapaardirugata 209: Dir. byAkshara KV
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Lokottame Tlrugata 207: Dir. byChannakeshava

Some statistical details are given in the following pages to provide an overview of the
achievements of Tirugata.

Plays Produced

Number of shows / audience

Places visited

Distribution of audience

Members involved in Tirugata

Financal Profile

NINASAM TIRUGATA 1985 TO 2012
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Tirugata, the itinerant theatre repertory was established in 1985. Ninasam's idea of
experimenting with such a project originated in the context of the decline of the professional
theatre, and the limited achievem® of the amateur theatre in paslependence Karnataka. It

also aimed at testing whether it was possible to supplement the overall theatre activity in the state
by presenting at a wide variety of centres, productions that combined the best elerbetits of
professional and the amateur movements. It also provided the alumni of the Ninasam Theatre
Institute a platform to test their innate talents and imbibed skills. A vast network of friends and
contacts made it easier to organise the tour schedutased actors and technicians appointed

full time and paid; rehearsals and preparations for about three months; then, a long tour of about
four months, encountering varied audiences all over Karnat#ikis, on broad lines, is Tirugata.

Tirugata has ery year taken three major productions of renowned classics and one children's
play to centres with the minimum facilities of a 30ft. x 20 ft. stage area, power supply and
accessibility by road. Financing itself almost totally independently, on gatectofis, the
repertory has had a predominantly rural and semal audience. Most importantly it has firmly
proved Ninasam's belief that such a project can take birth and continue to live, nurtured by mass
support. The first and the only theatre repsgrtof its kind in Karnataka, it has been very
successful in activating interest in theatre all over the state.

TIRUGATA: PLAYS PRODUCED SO FAR

Tirugata produced 4 plays every year including a children's play for the first seven years. Since
then it has ben travelling with three plays every year representing broadly the Western, Indian
and the Kannada dramatic traditions. The styles of the plays are also varied including realistic
productions, farce and comedy, musicals and productions drawing elemmnmténflian folk
theatre traditions.

Venissina Vyaapaardirugata 209: Dir. byAkshara KV
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No. | Name of the Play | Original/ Author Translator/ Director
Translation/ Adapter
Adaptation
Tir. |1 Loka Shakuntala | Sanskrit Kalidasa K.V. Subbanna | C.R. Jambe
85 Adaptation
2 Sambashiva Kannada | Chandrasekhara | - Akshara K.V.
Prahasana Original Kambar
3 Tadroopi Kannada Prasanna - Prasanna
Original
4 Neelikudure Adaptation | - B.V. Karanth Akshara K.V.
Tir. |5 Mannina Bandi Sanskrit Shoodraka Bannanje Atul Tiwari
86 Translation Govindachar
6 Vigada Vikrama| Kannada | Samsa - C.R. Jambe
Charita Original
7 Moorukasina Western Bertolt Brecht K.V. Subbanna | Akshara K.V.
Sangitanataka Translation
8 Alibaba Kannada | Chandrasekhara| - K.G. Krishna
Original Kambar murthy
Tir. |9 Miss Sadarame | Kannada | - K.V. Subbanna | B.V. Karanth
87 Adaptation
10 | Ee Kelaginavaru | Western Maxim Gorky B.T. Desai C.R. Jambe
Adaptation
11 | Macbeth Western Shakespeare Ramchandra Akshara K.V.
Translation Deva
12 | Alibaba Kannada | Chandasekhara | - K.G. Krishna
Original Kambar murthy
Tir. | 13 | Chidambara Kannada Poornachandra | KV Subbanna& | Akshara K.V.
88 Rahasya Adaptation | Tejaswi Akshara K.V.
14 | Chankya Sanskrit Vishakhadatta K.V.Subbanna | C.R. Jambe
prapancha Adaptation
15 | Lear Maharaja Westen Shakespeare H.S. Raghunandan
Translation Shivaprakash S.
16 | Beptakkadi Kannada | Chandrasekhara| - K.G. Krishna
Boleshankara Original Kambar murthy
Tir. | 17 | Sahebaru Western Nikolai Gogol K.V. Subbanna | Akshara K.V.
89 Baruttare Adaptation
18 | Tughlug Kannada Girish Karnad - C.R. Jambe
Original
19 | Sezuan Nagaada| Western Bertolt Brecht K.V. Subbanna | Fritz Bennewitz
Sadhwi Translation
20 | Dham Dhum | Western Shakespeare Vaidehi K.G. Krishna
Suntaragali Adaptation murthy
Tir. |21 | Haddu Meerida| Kannada Prasanna - Prasanna
90 Haadi Original
22 | Puntila Western Bertolt Brecht Jaswant Jadhav | C.R. Jambe
Translation
23 | Ashadad Indian Mohan Rakesh | S.Pattanashetty | Akshara K.V.
Ondudina Trans.
24 | Panjarashale Kannada B.V. Karanth - Ekbal Ahmed
Original
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Tir. | 25 | Bhasa Bharata Sanskrit Bhasa L. Gundappa C.R. Jambe
91 Translation
26 | Tukrana Kanasu | Kannada | Chandrasekhara| - Akshara K.V.
Original Kambar
27 | Habbada Western Shakespeare N.S.Laxmi- Fritz Bennewitz
Hanneradane Translation narayarBhatta
Ratri
28 | Nayimari Nataka | Kannada | Vaidehi - K.G. Krishna
Original murthy
Tir. | 29 | Hoo Hudugi Western Bernard Shaw | Jayanth Kaikini | Atul Tiwari
92 Adaptation
30 | Taledanda Kannada | Girish Karnad - C.R. Jambe
Original
31 | Sangya Balya Kannada Pattar Mastara? | - Akshara K.V.
Original
Tir. | 32 | Swapna Nataka | Sanskrit Bhasa Kirtinath Akshara K.V.
93 Translation Kurtukoti
33 | Athensina Western Shakespeare K.V. Subbanna | C.R. Jambe
Arthavanta Translation
34 | Gokula Kannada P.T. - B.V. Karanth
Nirgamana Original Narasihmachar
Tir. | 35 | KirgurinaGayyali | Kannada P.C. Tejaswi KVS & KVA Akshara K.V.
94 galu Adaptation
36 | Aa Ooru Ee Ooru| Kannada | G.B. Joshi - C.R. Jambe
Original
37 | Kanakagamana | Western F. Durenmutt Raghu Sopheeng Jayatirtha Joshi
Adaptation
Tir. | 38 | Agni Mattu Male | Kannada | Girish Karnad - Venkatraman
95 Original Aithal
39 | Pratima Nataka | Sanskrit Bhasa Raghunandan S | Raghunandan §
Translation
40 | Mamamooshi Western Moliere K.V. Subbanna | Ekbal Ahmed
Adaptation
Tir. | 41 | Hosa Samsara Kannada DaRa. Bendre - Akshara K.V.
96 Original
42 | Shahjahan Indian D.L. Roy B. K.G. Kraishna
Translation Puttaswamaiah | murthy
43 | Medea Western Euripides K. B.V. Karanth
Translation Marulasiddappa
Tir. | 44 | SahyadriKanda | Kannada | Akshara K.V. - Akshara K.V.
97 Original
45 | JategiruvanuChar Western - Jayanth Kaikini | Bhaskar
dira Adaptation Chandavarkar
46 | Mahatma Indian Mukund Rao K.V. Subbanna | C.R. Jambe
Translation
Tir. | 47 | Ahalye Kannada Pu.Ti. - B.V. Karanth
98 Original Narasihmachar
48 | Antigone Western Jean Anoulih G.N.Ranganath | N. Premchand
Translation Rao
49 | Chirebandi Wade| Indian Mahesh Maruti Shanbaug| C.R. Jambe
Translation | Elkunchwar

6



Tir. | 50 | Sakkare Gombe | Kannada | Vivek Shanbhag | - Akshara K.V.
99 Original
51 | Jujubidevara Western Dario Fo K.T. Gatti Suresh Anagalli
Jugariyata Translation
52 | Kempu Kanagile | Indian Rabindranath K.V. Subbanna | C.R. Jambe
Translation | Tagore
Tir. | 53 | Shmashana Kannada Kuvempu - Akshara K.V.
00 Kurukshetram Original
54 | Bhagawadajjukee| Sanskrit Mahendravikram | K.V. Subbanna | K.Narayam
yam Translation | a Panikkar
55 | Moovaru Western Anton Chekov Vaidehi C.R. Jambe
Akkatangiyaru Translation
Tir. | 56 | Prameelarjuneeyg Western MLSrikanteshGo| - Venkataraman
01 m Adaptation | wda Aithal
57 | Vidisheya Indian Kalidasa K.V. Subbanna | Igbal Ahmel
Vidooshaka Adaptation
58 | Kattalege Hatty Western Leo Tolstoy Jaswanth Jadhav C.R. Jambe
Tale Translation
Tir. | 59 | Samsaradalli Western Dario Fo Akshara K.V. Akshara K.V.
02* Sanidapa Adaptation
60 | Mantrashakti Kannada | Samsa - Channakeshavz
Original
61 | Chora Indian Habib Tanveer | Siddaling Suresh Anagall
Charanadasa Translation Pattanshetti
62 | Shakuntala Indian Kalidasa Raghunandan S.| Rustom
Translation Bharucha
Tir. | 63 | Avasthe Kannada | UR Prakash Belawad Prakash
03* Adaptation | Ananthamurthy Belawadi
64 | Modalagitti Indian Imran Hussain | Bahrul Islam Bahrul Islam
Translation
65 | Aa Mani Kannada Kirthinatha - Akshara K.V.
Original Kurtakoti
Tir. | 66 | Dyavanooru Kannada Devanur Basavalingaiah | Basavalingaiah
04* Adaptation | Mahadeva C. C.
67 | Raja Mattu Rani | Indian Rabindranath K.V. Subbanna | Venkataraman
Trarslation | Tagore Aithal
68 | Kala Divya Kannada Kanhailal H. Venkataraman | Kanhailal
Original Aithal H/SabitriH
Tir. | 69 | Pataragitti Pakka | Kannada Frederico Akshara K.V. Akshara K.V.
05* Adaptation | Garcial.orca
70 | Romeo Juliet Western William Tirumalesh K.V. | Atul Tiwari
Translation | Shakespeare
71 | Keshapashaprapg Kannada | Kannada Poets | Mahabaleshwar | Mahabaleshwal
ncha Adaptation K.G. a K.G.
Tir. | 72 | Birugali English William Kuvempu Abhilash Pilai
06* Adaptation | Shakespeare
73 | Undadi Gunda English Oliver Goldsmith | Parwatavani Igbal Ahmed
Adaptation
74 | Kannada Kannada Kannada Poets | Venkataraman | Venkataraman
Ramayana Adaptation Aithal Aithal
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Tir. | 75 | Lokottame Western Aristophenes Vishala & | Channakeshavz
07* Adaptation Channakeshav
76 | Ee Naraka... E¢ Kannada P. Lankesh - Raghunandana
Pulaka... Original S.
77 | GK Mastararg Kannada Chandrashekharg - Akshara K.V.
Pranayaprasanga| Adaptation | Kambara
Tir. | 78 | Swayamvaraloka | English Akshara K.V. - AksharaK.V.
08~ Adaptation
79 | Natanarayani English Oliver Goldsmith | Nataraja Nataraja
Adaptation Honnavalli Honnavalli
80 | Kathana Kannada | Vasudhendra & - Ganesh M. &
Kutoohala Adaptation | Vivek Shanbhag Manju Kodagu
Tir. | 81 | Venissina English William Akshara K.V. Akshara K.V.
09 Vyaapaara Translation | Shakespeare
82 | Aakaashabheri Indian Piyush Mishra Siddalinga Sanjay
Translation Pattanashetty Upadhyaya
Tir. | 83 | Shoodra Tapaswi| Kannada Kuvempu - Manjunatha
10* Original Badigera
84 | Othello English William Nisar Ahmed Jehan
Translation | Shakepeare Maneckshaw
85 | Neerina Nilutana | Japanese | Ota Shogo - Shankar
Venkteshvaran
Tir. | 86 | Kantu Kannada | Vivek Shanbhag | Channakeshava | Channa
11 Adaptation keshava
87 | Namoolagina Indian Vaikkom Vaidehi and K.K.| RajiV Krishnan
Basheer Adaptation | Muhammad Nair
Basheer
Tir. | 88 | Vigada Kannada | Samsa - Manju Kodagu
12 Vikramaraya Original
89 | Mukkam Post Indian Paresh Mokashi | Omkar K.R. Omkar K.R.
Bombilwadi Translation

*Includes Marutirugata

Mukkam Post BombiIWiTirugata

e -
202: Dir. by Omkar K.R
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Sharavana ServiceMaru Tirugata 2@8: Dir. byManju Kodagu

Of the plays produced during these years

1 30are original Kannada play8 are adaptations of Kannada works

1 18 are translations of Indian play3 are adaptations of Indian ptay

91 15 are translations of western pla¥s are adaptations of western plays
Total number of plays produced so far: 8

MARUTIRUGATA

In 2002, after running the Tirugata project for 18 years, Ninasam decided to explore a new
possibility in the organisatiohpattern of Tirugata. Thus, the Tirugata project was split into two
phases: the first one was a continuation of the earlier model, with proselgeuptays being
performed in different parts of the staf€he second phase, named as Marutirugata, stexisof

a single experimental play produced in an intimate theatre space. The first play of this phase was
rehearsed during February 2003, and later it toured to some 20 places around Karnataka,
performing the play in a neproscenium theatre space withlyp around 200 people watching

each show.Since thenTirugata has continued in two different phasesie yearsattempting to
incorporate new texts and new performance idioms.
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PLAYS PRODUCED, NO. OF SHHOWS, AUDIENCE

SwayamvaralokaaTirugata 2@8: Dir. byAkshara KV

Year No. Name of the Play Shows Audience
Tir. 85 1 Loka Shakuntala 33 23,500
2 Sambashiva Prahasana 35 23,700
3 Tadroopi 25 16,750
4 Neelikudure 32 23,875
Total 125 87,825
Tir. 86 5 Mannina Bandi 47 35,050
6 Vigada Vikrama Charita 31 23,800
7 Moorukasina Sangitanataka 31 23,700
8 Alibaba 43 32,200
Total 152 114,750
Tir. 87 9 Miss Sadarame 67 55,170
10 Ee Kelaginavaru 23 13,050
11 Macbeth 36 24,150
12 Alibaba 24 22,850
Total 150 115,220
Tir. 88 13 Chidambara Rahasya 34 19,400
14 Chankyaprapancha 56 46,850
15 Lear Maharaja 25 14,850
16 Beptakkadi Boleshankara 40 41,800
Total 155 122,900
Tir. 89 17 SahebaruBaruttare 41 26,750
18 Tughluq 54 39,400
19 Sezuan Nagarada Sadhwi 26 15,950
20 Dham Dhum Suntaragali 30 20,600
Total 151 102,700
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Tir. 90 21 HadduMeerida Haadi 28 21,700
22 Puntila 37 28,600

23 Ashadad Ondudina 38 29,000

24 Panjarashale 39 31,300

Total 142 110,600

Tir. 91 25 Bhasa Bharata 38 22,800
26 Tukrana Kanasu 48 35,200

27 Habbada Hannadane Ratri 35 22,300

28 Nayimari Nataka 26 20,800

Total 147 101,100

Tir. 92 29 Hoo Hudugi 47 29,300
30 Taledanda 41 29,850

31 Sangya Balya 41 30,350

Total 129 89,500

Tir. 93 32 Swapna Nataka 47 32,000
33 Athensina Arthavanta 43 29,000

34 Gokula Nirgamana 49 35,500

Total 139 96,500

Tir. 94 35 KirgurinaGayyaligalu 42 29,700
36 Aa Ooru Ee Ooru 38 28,700

37 Kanakagamana 42 28,500

Total 122 86,900

Tir. 95 38 Agni Mattu Male 44 31,200
39 Pratima Nataka 44 32,100

40 Mamamooshi 46 33,500

Total 134 96,800

Tir. 96 41 Hosa Samsara 53 30,200
42 Shahjahan 51 30,900

43 Medea 49 31,400

Total 153 92,500

Tir. 97 44 SahyadriKanda 46 25,150
45 JategiruvanuChandira 68 29,480

46 Mahatma 50 26,150

Total 164 80,780

Tir. 98 47 Ahalye 53 25,490
48 Antigone 55 26,200

49 Chirebandi Wade 55 27,450

Total 163 79,050

Tir. 99 50 Sakkare Gombe 46 17,475
51 Jujubidevara Jugariyata 49 20,725

52 Kempu Kanagile 47 20,400

Total 142 58,600

Tir. 00 53 Shmashana Kurukshetram 42 17,300
54 Bhagawalajjukeeyam 42 17,700

55 Moovaru Akkatangiyaru 41 16,800

Total 125 51,800

Tir. 01 56 Prameelarjuneeyam 46 19,800
57 Vidisheya Vidooshaka 48 20,700

58 Kattalege Hattu Tale 43 18,700

Total 137 59,200
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Tir. 02 & 59 Samsaradalli Sanidapa 27 15,350
Maru Tir. 03 | 60 Mantrashakti 27 15,150
61 Chora Charanadasa 27 17,900

62 Shakuntala 18 3,600

Total 81 52,000

Tir. 03& 63 Avasthe 38 24,800
Maru Tir. 04 | 64 Modalagitti 38 23,600
65 Aa Mani 23 4,900

Total 99 53,300

Tir. 04& 66 Dyavan®ru 41 23,500
Maru Tir. 05| 67 Raja Mattu Rani 44 24,800
68 Kala Divya 21 4,000

Total 106 52,300

Tir. 05& 69 Pataragitti Pakka 45 22,300
Maru Tir. 06 | 70 Romeo Mattu Juliet 43 23,650
71 Keshapashaprapancha 22 4,955

Total 110 50,905

Tir. 06& 72 Birugali 41 19,300
Maru Tir. 07 | 73 Undadi Gunda 42 24,350
74 Kannada Ramayana 30 9,280

Total 113 52,930

Tir. 07& 75 Lokottame 45 24,700
Maru Tir. 08 | 76 Ee Naraka... Ee Pulaka... 45 23,900
77 GK Mastarara Pranayaprasanga 32 7,400

Total 122 56,000

Tir. 08& 78 Swayamvaraloka 49 23,330
MaruTir. 09 | 79 Natanarayani 48 22,900
80 Kathana Kutoohala 24 5,570

Total 121 51,800

Tir. 09 81 Venissina Vyaapaara 62 24,600
82 Aakaashabheri 64 25,600

Total 126 50,200

Tir. 10& 83 Shoodra Tapaswi 57 28,200
Maru Tir. 11| 84 Othello 57 29,340
85 Neerina Nilutana 12 3,600

Total 126 61,140

Tir. 2011 86 Kantu 62 30,000
87 Namoolagina Basheer 60 32.300

Total 122 62,300

Tir. 2012 88 Vigada Vikramaraya 52 26,000
89 Mukkam Post Bombilwadi 52 25,400

Total 104 49,400

Total Number of show$Audienceso far 3,660 21,39,000
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Romeo Juliet Tirugata 20@5: Dir. byAtul Tiwari

THE OUTREACH OF TIRUGATA

Since 1985, Tirugata has visited all the 27 districts of Karnataka. Though it has not performed in
all the districts everyaar, it covers all the geographical zones/divisions each yeaong these
districts, Shimoga, Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and Uttara Kannada districts had the highest
number of shows and Bidar, the lowest. Bijapur, Bellary and Chitradurga also had a large
number of shows.Only 4% of the Tirugata audience are from the state capital, Bangalore. 81%
of its audience are from the Taluka centres or still smaller places. Tirugata travels outside
Karnataka very rarely, and its audience outside Karanatakatige anlitre than 1%.
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